
Expedited Policy Development Process Initiation Request 
a. Name of Council 

Member/ SG / C 
 

b. Origin of issue (e.g. 
previously 
completed PDP) 

The Temporary Specification for gTLD Registration Data was adopted by resolution of the 
ICANN Board of Directors on 17 May 2018, pursuant to the requirements for the 
establishment of Temporary Policies and Temporary Specification or Policies (as such terms 
are defined in ICANN’s registry agreements and registrar accreditation agreements). 
Following adoption of a Temporary Policy, the Board shall immediately implement the 
Consensus Policy development process set forth in ICANN's Bylaws. 

c. Scope of the effort 
(detailed description 
of the issue or 
question that the 
EPDP is expected to 
address); 

 

d. Description of how 
this issue meets the 
criteria for an EPDP, 
i.e. how the EPDP 
will address either 
(1) a narrowly 
defined policy issue 
that was identified 
and scoped after 
either the adoption 
of a GNSO policy 
recommendation by 
the ICANN Board or 
the implementation 
of such an adopted 
recommendation; or 
(2) new or additional 
policy 
recommendations on 
a specific GNSO 
policy issue that had 

The recently-adopted Temporary Specification for gTLD Registration Data establishes 
temporary requirements to allow ICANN and gTLD registry operators and registrars to 
continue to comply with existing ICANN contractual requirements and community-
developed policies in light of the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). Consistent 
with the requirements in the Registry and Registrar Accreditation Agreements for 
emergency temporary policies, the Temporary Specification has been tailored as narrowly as 
possible to address the requirements of the GDPR.  
 
The EPDP will address this narrowly-defined policy issue, which was identified and scoped 
after the adoption of Temporary Specification. 
 
Consistent with ICANN’s stated objective to comply with the GDPR, while maintaining the 
existing WHOIS system to the greatest extent possible, the Temporary Specification 
maintains robust collection of Registration Data (including Registrant, Administrative, and 
Technical contact information), but restricts most Personal Data to layered/tiered access. 
Users with a legitimate and proportionate purpose for accessing the nonpublic Personal 
Data will be able to request such access through Registrars and Registry Operators. Users 
will also maintain the ability to contact the Registrant or Administrative and Technical 
contacts through an anonymized email or web form. The Temporary Specification 
shall be implemented where required by the GDPR, while providing flexibility to Registry 
Operators and Registrars to choose to apply the requirements on a global basis where 



been scoped 
previously as part of 
a PDP that was not 
completed or other 
similar effort, 
including relevant 
supporting 
information; 

commercially reasonable to do so or where it is not technically feasible to limit application 
of the requirements to data governed by the GDPR. The Temporary Specification applies to 
all registrations, without requiring Registrars to differentiate between registrations of legal 
and natural persons. It also covers data processing arrangements between and among 
ICANN, Registry Operators, Registrars, and Data Escrow Agents as necessary for compliance 
with the GDPR. 
 
Additionally, given the work leading up to the publication of the Issues Report for the Next-
Generation gTLD Registration Directory Services to Replace WHOIS and the work that led up 
to the publication of the Temporary Specification, there is a significant amount of 
background work and relevant supporting information which supports the criteria for a 
using the Expedited Policy Development Process. 
 

e. If not provided as 
part of item d, the 
opinion of the ICANN 
General Counsel 
regarding whether 
the issue proposed 
for consideration is 
properly within the 
scope of the ICANN’s 
mission, policy 
process and more 
specifically the role 
of the GNSO. 

[Request provided to ICANN General Counsel’s Office to complete this section] 
 
 

f. If not provided as 
part of item 4, the 
opinion of ICANN 
staff and their 
rationale as to 
whether the Council 
should initiate the 
EPDP on the issue; 

N/A (See above.) 



g. Proposed EPDP 
mechanism (e.g. WG, 
DT, individual 
volunteers); 

 

h. Method of 
operation, if 
different from GNSO 
Working Group 
Guidelines; 

 

i. Decision-making 
methodology for the 
proposed EPDP 
mechanism, if 
different from GNSO 
Working Group 
Guidelines; 

 

j. Desired completion 
date and rationale 
for this date. 

The desired EPDP Completion date would be before 25 May 2019, as the PDP must be 
completed within one year of the implementation of the Temporary Specification for gTLD 
Registration Data. (Note: If the one year period expires or, if during such one year period, 
the Temporary Policy does not become a Consensus Policy and is not reaffirmed by the 
Board, Registrar shall no longer be required to comply with or implement such Temporary 
Policy. See, e.g., Registrar Accreditation Agreement, Consensus Policies and Temporary 
Policies Specification, Section 2.1.1). 

 


