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YESIM NAZLAR: …afternoon and good evening to everyone. Welcome to the Global 

Indigenous Ambassador Program call taking place on Friday, 13th of 

October 2017 at 13:00 UTC. 

 On our call today we have Renata Ribeiro, Matthew Rantanen, and 

Geoffrey Blackwell.  

We have received apologies from Judith Hellerstein and Silvia Vivanco.  

From staff, we have Heidi Ullrich, Mario Aleman and Siranush 

Vardanyan as well as myself, Yesim Nazlar. 

 Before we start, I would like to remind everyone to state their name 

before speaking for the transcription purposes please, and back to you, 

Renata. Thank you very much. 

 

RENATA RIBEIRO: Thank you, Yesim. Thank you, everyone. This is the first team call of the 

Global Indigenous Ambassador program. We have had previous calls 

about preparation for ICANN60 and our organizational expectations, but 

it would be really good to talk as a team, very necessary for us to 

organize ourselves and get this ready before ICANN60. 

 Siranush Vardanyan here with us – thank you, Siranush – from the 

Fellowship program. We have [a few] items on the agenda, our 

introduction, our planning ICANN60, and identifying community 

pioneers. 
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 In fact, the single material we’ll be working with today is the ICANN60 

schedule which was already shared by [inaudible] and I’ll share again 

with [shadow.icann.org] and we have quite a busy week [inaudible] at 

the AGM, the Annual General Meeting. So it’s a seven-day meeting and 

there’s a lot to do during the last meeting of the year. 

 So I would just ask first – oh, great, Ruben, that you’re here. [inaudible] 

Ruben, if you would like to say a few words [inaudible], anytime. 

 

RUBEN HILARE: Hello. 

 

RENATA RIBEIRO: Hello. 

 

RUBEN HILARE: Could you repeat? And I think you asked me to say something. 

 

RENATA RIBEIRO: Yes, I just wanted to know if we could hear you. Great. We hear you 

okay. So your audio is perfect. Welcome. 

 

RUBEN HILARE: Okay. Thank you, and I didn’t hear your name. Please, could you – 

 

RENATA RIBEIRO: Yes, I am Renata. 
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RUBEN HILARE: Oh, yes, Renata. Thank you, Renata. 

 

RENATA RIBEIRO: You too. It’s great to have you here. 

 

RUBEN HILARE: Okay. Thank you. 

 

RENATA RIBEIRO: Now that you’re here, I’ll actually get back to our introduction point in 

our agenda. We were talking about planning for ICANN60 and what 

would that entail. A good part of your Abu Dhabi activities will be in the 

Fellowship sessions, the Fellowship program, which is an amazing 

learning experience. 

 We have here kindly with us Siranush Vardanyan, the coordinator of this 

program, and I’d like to ask Siranush to say a few words about the 

program and the activities of the Fellowship session. This is an 

incredible opportunity to be the first addition of this program going 

along with the Fellowship, and it’s great to hear from you, Siranush. 

 

SIRANUSH VARDANYAN: Thank you, Renata. First of all, I would like to welcome Ruben and 

Geoffrey to this first call of Global Indigenous Ambassador Program, and 

also happy to have Matthew here who is one of the ICANN60 Fellows 
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who will be supporting actually Renata to help Geoffrey and Ruben in 

their first journey in ICANN.  

Apologies for my cough and for my voice, this is due to the flue which hi 

hope will go away from me in Abu Dhabi. 

 So talking about Fellowship program, I would like to let you know that 

this is a capacity building program and we usually have about 60 Fellows 

selected for each round for ICANN meeting, and for one of the three 

meetings in a year, which is policy meeting, we’re inviting only alumnis 

of the program. 

 After your participation as Global Indigenous Ambassadors, we in 

partnership with At-Large decided that you will take part in Fellowship 

program activities which are planned for Abu Dhabi, and you will be 

considered as alumnis in this program after your submission of the 

report, and you will get certificate of participation after your successful 

participation which I’m looking for, and I’m looking to it. 

 And this will give you opportunity also to apply next time for the Policy 

Forum, which is limited only to alumnis. So this is one of the great 

opportunities for you to be part of the program. And my congratulations 

for you to being selected for this Global Indigenous Ambassador 

program, which is another capacity building program in partnership 

with the Fellowship program which I’m sure will help you to get through 

mainly through to At-Large activities as well. 

 And Renata mentioned in the chat that policy forum will be following up 

to Panama, so the application will be opened at the end of November 

for Panama meeting, and I will make sure that you both – I will provide 
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you some details how to register in Fellowship admin space, and I will 

give you the power of being alumni for the program, so you will be able 

to apply for the next round which will be open at the end of November 

as I said. 

 Coming back to Abu Dhabi meeting, I hope you are getting my e-mails 

for the preparatory stage which I usually send to all Fellows. I include 

you in all my communication with the Fellows so you feel a part of it. I 

hope that you find those e-mails helpful for your preparatory stage. 

 The only different is that the funding source is different, so some travel 

issues, travel logistics are different from Fellows, but all details how to 

get from airport, how to go to your hotel. So this is all information I’m 

sure you will find important and helpful. 

 With that, I also would like to mention – and I hope you already had a 

chance to take the first Fellowship online course which was specifically 

created for the Abu Dhabi meeting Fellows, and we also gave you the 

access for that course. So please, if you didn’t have time to take this 

course, go and take this course. This will be really helpful for 

newcomers, and I also invite you to provide feedback, what you liked in 

this course and what you are looking for for future courses. 

 So this is the first time we’re doing this online course before the 

meeting, and we will make it some kind of traditional to have for each 

meeting. So I appreciate if you would find the time to take the course 

and also provide feedback on this. 

 I am working now on the detailed agenda for Fellowship program, and I 

will send it to you a bit prior to the meeting. One week prior to the 
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meeting actually I will send the PowerPoint with all daily activities which 

we are planning to have, but roughly to go through it just briefly, [plan 

that] I assume and I know that your arrival time is on 27th of October, 

and we will start our activities starting from 28th. 

 On 28th, we will not have any Fellowship sessions, but all Fellows will be 

requested to go to different outreach sessions, and there are NCUC and 

noncommercial end user stakeholder outreach event there, and a 

couple of other events which I will highlight in the agenda and send to 

you. So we will appreciate if you participate and get an understanding 

what other communities are doing. 

 Sunday is decided to be a Newcomers day. It starts at 10:30, but before 

that, we have specifically ICANN60 Fellows meet and greet session 

starting form 8:30, and I would really appreciate if you both join us, 

Ruben and Geoffrey, and Renata as well. Join us for this meet and greet 

and to see the Fellows actually in person and to introduce yourself, and 

to learn about others. 

 The whole Sunday will be Newcomers day, so you all will hear about 

different communities in ICANN, and this is mandatory for all 

Newcomers, so this is one of the activities which will be helpful for you 

to be there. So plan your Sunday to be fully engaged in the Newcomers 

day. 

 Starting from Monday until Friday during lunch time, from 12:00 to 

2:00, some days we have 15 minutes early, some days we have 15 

minutes late, but during lunch time, we will run our Fellowship capacity 

building program. This is the place where each and every community 



TAF_Global Indigenous Ambassador Program Call-13Oct17                                       EN 

 

Page 7 of 32 

 

leader will come to the Fellowship session to some kind of private 

meeting with you and to tell about their respective communities. 

 This is an interactive session where you can always raise an issue and 

give the questions to the leaders of those communities. Actually, this is 

particularly important part of the Fellowship program as community 

leaders are not usually going to any other meetings other than their 

own community sessions, but this is the chance that you see them in 

person, you know them, you identify them, and at the end of the 

session you at least know that this person runs that specific community 

and you always can use your badge where it shows that you are a 

Newcomer, you are Global Indigenous Ambassador, you are Fellow, to 

give you a pass to be open and to ask whatever question you want. 

 So you will receive from me the detailed agenda for all days, starting 

from Monday until Friday, and on Friday we will have our wrap-up 

session where we invite also ICANN CEO Göran Marby, and we will have 

our group photo of all ICANN60 Fellows and I also invite you to be there, 

to be in our group photo. 

 That’s actually about the agenda, but I am here and open for any 

questions. If you have, I’m happy to respond. 

 

RENATA RIBEIRO: Siranush, thank you very much. That’s a fantastic overview. I will join 

you in [inaudible] of the Fellowship sessions, and the community 

pioneers are going to be there. Anyone has any questions right now? 
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GEOFFREY BLACKWELL: Hi. I just wanted to say thank you for all of the very good and helpful 

information. I really don’t have any questions right now, so I will turn it 

back to you, Renata. 

 

RUBEN HILARE: Okay. 

 

SIRANUSH VARDANYAN: I’m happy to hear that the information is helpful, but always feel free to 

e-mail me. I’m just an e-mail far from you. 

 

RENATA RIBEIRO: Great. Any other questions, comments? 

 

RUBEN HILARE: Okay. Thank you, Siranush, and the same way, it was really great 

information. If I have any other questions the next time, or maybe in the 

future, I am going to use the e-mail, please. 

 

SIRANUSH VARDANYAN: Always happy to respond, Ruben. Always welcome. 

 

RUBEN HILARE: Thank you, Siranush. 
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RENATA RIBEIRO: Thanks, Ruben. Thank you, Siranush. Any other questions? 

 

SIRANUSH VARDANYAN: Renata, over to you. 

 

RENATA RIBEIRO: Thanks. I’ll just move on. You can also type on the Adobe, anyone. And 

indeed, our overview of the Fellowship sessions and the Newcomer 

activities is important, because again, remember that Fellowship 

sessions are mandatory for the Fellowship program. And as we are 

having this incredible opportunity of having a synergy with this 

program, it’d be great if you could be on all of them. 

 So far, we don’t really have a session for October alone or any other 

activity for our program alone planned, but our program is an At-Large 

initiative, so it would be very important for you to get to know more 

about At-Large and its several activities during the week, like the 

regional activities, like the At-Large meetings, so I will refer to the 

schedule again. I’m not sure. Yesim, can we share it on the screen here? 

I was thinking of just scrolling it and somebody [inaudible] scrolling by 

the schedule. 

 

YESIM NAZLAR: Renata, you would like to share your screen. Is this correct? 

 

RENATA RIBEIRO: Yes, if possible, please. 
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YESIM NAZLAR: Okay. If you would like to share your screen, then I’m going to stop 

what I’m sharing at the moment, and you should be able to see “Share 

my screen” written on the Adobe Connect room in the middle of the AC 

room. You just need to click on that and you need to share your screen. 

Sorry, I cannot do it because I need to watch the AC chat and 

everything. 

 

RENATA RIBEIRO: Okay. Yes, it’s [stuck here] right now. I think It’s loading. So meanwhile, 

I’ll just continue to offline here [inaudible] comments. 

 

YESIM NAZLAR: Okay. 

 

GEOFFREY BLACKWELL: Renata, can you hear me? 

 

YESIM NAZLAR: Sorry, excuse me. Renata is now back. 

 

GEOFFREY BLACKWELL: Oh, okay. Hi again. Given that you have a little bit of time, I did have a 

couple of very basic questions. At one level, it appears as though in the 

schedule there’s a broad range of types of events, and I almost feel as 

though this is a call that is much more important than this basic 
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question, but I just wanted to get an idea of what is the drafts for the 

conference given that there is a broad range of events? It looks as 

though there’s even a black tie formal event. Could you let me know 

just a little bit about that? 

 And then also – separately a much larger, I do appreciate that this is – as 

was said earlier – primarily a capacity building event, so next week, 

Matthew and I will be together here in the U.S. at our big intertribal 

government association meeting, and we’ll be with several other 

indigenous representatives from their communities. And we have the 

ability to talk to folks about the ICANN Global Fellowship Program and 

to do a couple of things. I wanted to try to get your guidance to if you 

had any directions or thoughts about how to share this and how to 

surface issues or perspectives to bring to ICANN60. 

 When I was still working with our federal government and Matthew 

became involved in ICANN, I learned a great deal about the organization 

through him, and I’m very focused on trying to help others learn about 

ICANN. So one very basic question, very nuts and bolts, sort of on the 

ground, what should we prepared for from a very logistical standpoint 

of very different types of meetings, and then also more sort of the high 

level perspective on how to gather information from our indigenous 

communities here in the U.S. to be able to bring with us to ICANN60. 

Thank you. I’ll turn it back to you. 

 

RENATA RIBEIRO: Hi, Geoffrey. I hope you can hear me alright now. I’m back with audio 

and have [on screen] the schedule here. These are great comments and 
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discussion, Geoffrey. I also see Heidi online, and you were just 

discussing as well At-Large engagement.  

So Heidi, if you would like to share a few comments on that perspective 

as well as how can we go on from this Global Indigenous Program to 

keep engaging people within ICANN and At-Large. I’m not sure if you 

have your audio back yet, but [inaudible]. 

 

GEOFFREY BLACKWELL: Are you all getting my audio? 

 

RENATA RIBEIRO: Yes. That’s great, Geoffrey. 

 

GEOFFREY BLACKWELL: Very good. 

 

RENATA RIBEIRO: [inaudible]. Yesim, can you ask if there is any issue? And meanwhile, I’ll 

just address your comment, your question, Geoffrey. Indeed, it’s quite a 

busy week, a lot of events. And being that the first edition of the Global 

Indigenous Program, you will basically will design how do we go from 

here together and engage people in I think not only in the ICANN space, 

but in the Inter policy discussions sphere itself. 

 So it is great that you’ll all be participating in these events, and yes, 

Matthew says that Heidi may not have audio. That’s all right. Any time if 

Heidi wants to contribute, just jump in or also via the chat. And also, 
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Matthew, if you have any questions or comments, or Ruben, feel free 

also to send in as audio, as writing. 

 And we have the engagement per stakeholder group, and we have the 

engagements in the community itself. The gala for instance is an 

opportunity to build comradery. We all work in this together. [inaudible] 

policies together. Whether it’s civil society, be it At-Large or GNSO civil 

society, and having in mind that At-Large represents the Internet users 

and the organizations where those Internet users are, such as 

organizations that have a work toward [inaudible] of issues. 

 We also have the Business Stakeholder Group which is the Commercial 

Stakeholder Group has the Business Constituency, the Intellectual 

Property Constituency, has the ISP Constituency. We have the technical 

community presence, the Root Server Security Advisory Council, we 

have the SSAC, the Security Advisory Council. 

 We have many other players in this community that work together for 

these Internet policy debates. So even if, for instance, you know of a 

media company who might be interested in joining ICANN and 

discussing Internet policy, their place to be in the Business Constituency. 

You know of an ISP that works on connecting the last mile, their place 

could be in the ISP Constituency. 

 So the Fellowship gives you that overview of the ICANN community, and 

as Fellows – it’s like a carte blanche, I’d say. Siranush put it very well. 

When they look at your tag and they see you’re a Newcomer, a Fellow, 

a Global Indigenous [Ambassador], it’s like you have a [inaudible] L card, 

a VIP card, name it if you will, that you can ask community members, 
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community pioneers questions about which is the most important 

[work], who do you need to talk to to talk about connecting the last 

mile, or underserved regions, or increasing business engagements and 

Internet in your region. 

 So this is something that only us Fellows have. Most people, they [need 

to] participate in the activities, get to know who the people are, takes a 

long time, but we have this overview so it’s a good path to go to use it, 

to learn on the Fellowships sessions who are the community pioneers 

and talk directly to them. 

 So Geoffrey, I hope I have addressed your comments and questions on 

the strategy for engaging in the event and strategy moving forward. 

Remember, even though you may want to bring into ICANN someone 

who hasn’t been through the Fellowship program yet, but they can join 

At-Large or they could join Business Constituency or any other space in 

ICANN, and they can learn about the programs and the work within that 

[inaudible] 

 And there are also the new openings on the Fellowship program for our 

Annual General Meeting [inaudible] Fellows as well. Or someone who 

has never been a Fellow, they can apply for that, and it’s very 

competitive. Matthew is our first – I think you were a Fellow [inaudible]. 

It was [inaudible] works.  I may be wrong, but Siranush will correct me. 

So it is an incredible moment, and I really hope we will multiply the 

success [inaudible]. 
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SIRANUSH VARDANYAN: Renata, we had also last time April who was Indigenous Ambassador 

and she next time applied and was selected as a Fellow. 

 

RENATA RIBEIRO: Right, and she’s in Business Constituency, right? Thanks. So April 

Tinhorn and Valerie are [RALO], was in NARALO [inaudible] 

 

SIRANUSH VARDANYAN: Yes, Business Constituency. You are right. 

 

RENATA RIBEIRO: Wow, that’s great. So this program is bearing a lot of fruit. But then 

again, the first who went through the Fellowship [format] is you. It was 

both Valerie and April then, they were NARALO indigenous Fellows first, 

I believe. Heidi, would you like to say a few words? 

 

HEIDI ULLRICH: Hi, everyone. I’m not sure what you’ve discussed, and apologies for 

having to drop during your call. Have you gone through the schedule? 

Looks like you have the schedule. 

 

RENATA RIBEIRO: Yes, we were just starting out. I was asking actually Heidi for you to give 

us an overview specifically of At-Large engagement activates and key 

points for the meeting. Thank you. 
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HEIDI ULLRICH: Thank you, Renata. First, let me put in the chat – and we’re still 

finalizing it rather frantically – this is the At-Large workspace for 60. And 

please do bookmark this. I’m not sure, give me a second. The URL is not 

displaying. This amazing page is basically a one-stop shop for At-Large. 

There we go. 

 So on this page, you will be able to see first off the ICANN general 

schedule, the workspace, daily meeting agendas, and really, for At-Large 

this wiki is updated much more often than the ICANN schedule.  The 

ICANN schedule doesn’t really show any changes. So please do look at 

this one. And again, it has meetings – first it has all the informal 

meetings, and both for NARALO as well as LACRALO, there will be 

informal meetings so please do look in there. 

 Then again Saturday through Friday, now Friday I’m just not going to 

mention too much of that because that one is I believe a Fellowship Day 

for you and is also a development day. So it’s not really the meeting 

session, just other kinds of meetings. 

 So the ALAC is primarily meeting – and again, the ALAC meets for the 

most part with the RALO Leadership in sessions called At-Large 

Leadership sessions, and they run all day Saturday, Sunday and the 

wrap-ups are on Wednesday. 

 So starting on Saturday, you’ll see that the topics are going to be – and I 

know I believe this is when you’re meeting with the Fellowship, so pick 

and choose I guess when you can. So the Saturday will start the 

substantive discussions with the topic on new gTLDs. That’s going to be 

at 10:30 to 12:00 on the Saturday and then is followed by the next 
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session will be with Olivier Crépin-Leblond leading a 90-minute session 

from 13:30 to 15:00 on At-Large evolution. 

 That’s a working group, and what that does, it looks at Work Stream 2 

issues having to do with the transition, etc., things left over or things to 

be completed from the transition. That’ll be of interest, we’re going to 

expand that agenda. 

 Then in the afternoon, we’re going to be hearing from the SSR Review 

Team followed by an update on the CCT, and that’s Competition, 

Consumer Choice and Consumer Choice Review Team, and we’re going 

to hear from Brian Schilling of ICANN staff. He’s a consumer safeguards 

director. He’ll be presenting consumer safeguard updates. 

 In the last session of the day, we’ll be on ATLAS III. What ATLAS is, it 

means the At-Large summit, and every five years At-Large holds a 

summit where one representative from each ALS – and this time some 

individuals as well – will be meeting in Kobe, Japan in March 2019. This 

is the third At-Large summit, and it is a huge meeting where At-Large 

and the ALSes will discuss strategy, policy themes of interest to all of 

them. 

 Each of the RALOs, the Regional At-Large Organizations will also hold a 

general assembly. So this will be an intense meeting, and we expect 

around 225 At-Large structures. So if you’re able to make it, that’ll be 

just an incredible time to participate in At-Large. 

 Then for Sunday, we’ll start with the At-Large review, and we’re hoping 

to invite Rinalia Abdul Rahim who is the current At-Large-selected Board 
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member who is also the Chair of the Board Organizational Effectiveness 

Committee which on the Board is leading the reviews. Okay. 

 Then that is followed by a discussion on Sunday morning with the SSAC 

representative, and we’re going to hear from the ICANN Global 

Stakeholder Engagement Team. It is Sally Costerton who leads that, and 

some of the regional VPs, looking at how they are reaching out, trying to 

bring in – basically, they’re reaching out all over the world about ICANN 

issues and also trying to bring new people in. So I think that’ll be an 

interesting session for you. 

 Then in the afternoon on Sunday, we have a discussion on public 

comments, and this is something that comes from the At-Large review 

as to what extent – particularly ALSes – are looking at public comments. 

So this is now – I think someone has an echo, so if you have your 

speaker on, if you could mute that, please. 

 We’re also going to be looking at how ALAC and the At-Large leaders 

identify which public comments to develop a statement for and what 

should be the role of staff. That was directly from a question from the 

At-Large review. 

 Then we’re going to hear from the staff of the Public Responsibility 

Support Team within ICANN, and they’re going to be talking about a 

community onboarding program that is sort of connected – well, I’m not 

so sure, actually, Siranush – with the Fellows, but basically it’s a 

program that has mentors and mentees from many of the groups within 

the ICANN community on how to – they develop materials on how to 

bring more people in, so there’s going to be a discussion on that. 
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 And then we’re going to be looking – the last session of the day for the 

At-Large regional leadership will be an At-Large Working Group review. 

Currently, At-Large has approximately 20 working groups, and let me go 

ahead and put that link of the working group – we call it the working 

group portal. Let me put that into the chat. 

 Now you’ll see that you might be overwhelmed at how many we have, 

but the issue here is that most of those are not really operating right 

now. Some of them are sort of in a long state of inactivity. So we – Alan, 

the Chair of ALAC and some At-Large members, staff, have been looking 

at all of these working groups, we’ve been cleaning up their pages and 

we’ve been looking really into which ones have been active or not. 

 So this session is going to look at which ones do the At-Large leaders 

wish to reenergized, which ones should be archived. That’s going to be 

an interesting session. 

 Then we also – let me just get back to my page here – then the last 

session of the day will be the ALAC and ccNSO meeting, which I think is 

going to be interesting. And I believe that evening is the Fellowship 

session. A busy day there. I’m not going to go over the rest of the 

schedule except for the wrap-up, but please do see when the gala is. 

 That’s on Monday night. There’s going to be a big farewell reception for 

Steve Crocker the Board Chairman on Tuesday. There’ll be the APRALO 

showcase which his going to be a huge event this time, so please come 

to that. There’ll be some regional cultural entertainment as well as a 

buffet. I don’t think it’s sit-down, just a buffet. 
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 But also on Wednesday, the At-Large wrap-up sessions will take place, 

and we’re hoping that Göran Marby, the CEO will be able to come to 

that one. There’ll also be a debrief of ICANN60 which hi believe is going 

to include maybe having maybe some feedback from you on how you 

found this program and how you found your first ICANN meeting, and 

then the second wrap-up session we’re going to be having reports from 

the liaisons and the RALO leaders and Chairs’ announcements. 

 So that is basically it. Do you have any questions on that? 

 

GEOFFREY BLACKWELL: Heidi, that was very helpful. Good to hear your voice. 

 

HEIDI ULLRICH: [inaudible] Yours too. 

 

GEOFFREY BLACKWELL: Very helpful in laying out at a top level the important elements. Having 

worked hard to engage at the grass roots level our indigenous 

communities here in the United States, there are so many different 

constituencies that are relatable from the perspective here. I look 

forward to being involved. 

 I want to make sure – there are some nuts and bolts questions that I will 

follow up with you on. As I said earlier, I think before your audio came 

on, Mathew and I are going to be together next week, and we’re 

planning to go through in detail the agenda. So I’m sure perhaps 

towards the end of next week, I might have some follow-up questions 
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for you. So I don’t have any, I just wanted to let you know that we’ve 

actually blocked some time to really – now that everything is out, to 

really walk through it, and I look forward to hearing his guidance as well. 

So thank you. 

 

HEIDI ULLRICH: Okay. Thank you very much, Geoff. Just two points. I was remiss, I did 

not mention Monday. And this is going to be important for all of you. 

Monday, the ALAC Subcommittee on Outreach and Engagement is 

holding a long session on basically some of the introduction to the 

group, looking at the IGF in Geneva, but also then looking at some of 

how end users can impact ICANN, an introduction to – it’s my daughter 

just waking up, so you’ll have to bear with her – and then looking at key 

policy issues. So I would suggest do – particularly session two, if you 

could come to that one, that would be useful.  

And then also on Monday – I think it’s Monday, schedules are beginning 

to blur a little bit – there is the regional leadership session. That is again 

for all of the regional leaders, the Chairs and the secretaries of the 

regional At-Large associations. And they’re going to be discussing a lot 

of issues, including funding opportunities for members of the RALOs, 

some more ALS relations activities. Just trying to find when this meeting 

was. I thought it was here. It’s on Tuesday. 

 Also each one of those RALOs is producing a hot policy topic document 

which looks more into – for their particular region, which policies are 

important and what potential impact on end users in their region will 

be. So I think that would be a really interesting one. Again, the CROP 
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program and the RALO Discretionary Funding program are two 

opportunities for funding from ALS activities. 

 And then very important for this program, the fiscal year ‘19 Additional 

Budget Request. That will open on the 15th of November and closing 

probably end of January. But again, if this program wanted to extend or 

be expanded or be continued, that’s definitely going to have to be a 

request.  

So Renata, I think Judith and you might be leading that. Maybe all of you 

can help with that request. We’ll need your feedback on that as well. I 

think by providing metrics, by providing reports from you, that’ll really 

strengthen another request for that. Okay. Renata? 

 

RENATA RIBEIRO: Thanks, Heidi and Geoffrey. Yes, these were great comments, and a 

great overview of the agenda. I am trying to share – let me try once 

more to share just the agenda window. And yes, everyone, there’s a lot 

of activities. But I think what I would recommend – I was going through 

very quickly here while Heidi was commenting the sessions. Think about 

a plan. What is it that you want to achieve by participating in the Global 

Indigenous Program? 

 For instance, if you want to engage your region, the CROP which is the 

Community Regional Outreach Program is an incredible opportunity. For 

instance, you could make a case for Puerto Rico, to go to Puerto Rico 

and do an event there on underserved regions, recovery and discussing 

community inclusion. 
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 So there are fantastic opportunities that ICANN has that once you think 

about your goals and your plan, try and identify the opportunities that 

can help you there.  

I have some echo. I don’t know if anyone wants to comment on 

anything. Just let me know or write it here on the chat. As I am with the 

sharing screen, I do not see the hands up, but just let me know in any 

case if you want to comment or make a question. 

 I will also – our time through, we have so many points to discuss, so 

many interesting issues, so just quickly go through the schedule here 

with a more general plan for this Global Indigenous Program since it’s 

our first time, and our strategic plans for us to dominate the schedule, 

try to get the most important – to the core of it. 

 So the first day would be the 27th. Many of you will be arriving. There’s a 

cross-community session there on the Accountability Working Group. If 

you haven’t been very much engaged with that, you will find it a bit 

difficult to follow, but I would say it’s an optional day. You can follow 

also online. 

 On Saturday the 28th, remember, Judith Hellerstein will be there also 

already on this day and she can answer you any questions. Yes, 

Matthew, that’s a great point, a list of the most important events. We’ll 

definitely follow up with that. 

 And there are some sessions which are key for the community, like for 

instance the GAC. We may not want to follow everything the GAC does, 

because that’s the Government Advisory Council. So they have their 

own decision processes, but they have a few sessions such as the 
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opening plenary which can be interesting for you to see who are the 

actors that will be interacting more in ICANN Internet policy sphere. 

 Remember all the Cs there are closed sessions. So on the closed 

sessions, Newcomers and Fellows do not go. It’s usually for the group to 

decide key points. If you really want to join a group session that is 

closed, talk to some experienced community members, staff, your 

coach. Discuss about it and see if it’s possible. But again, these are very 

in-depth topics, so I wouldn’t advise those. 

 

HEIDI ULLRICH: Renata, I’m sorry I didn’t raise my hand. Just a comment on the GAC. 

There’s a meeting of the GAC and ALAC. And I’m sorry I didn’t mention 

that in my review of the At-Large schedule, but that one might be of 

interest because they’re going to discuss – one of the items they’ll be 

discussing is how ICANN could provide more resources to engage and 

bring in new community people, new volunteers. 

 So this might be something – and they’re thinking about producing a 

joint statement, so this program, obviously one of the communities that 

they could focus on could be indigenous people. So that might be 

something that you might wish to attend and put that input into it. 

Okay, thank you. 

 

RENATA RIBEIRO: Yes. Thank you, Heidi. That’s fantastic. So we’ve spoken about groups 

and their meetings, but you also have the intergroup meetings. So that’s 

a fantastic point by Heidi. There is a GAC and ALAC meeting. So you 
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want to know where these groups coincide and what policies are they 

working together towards. So once more, thank you very much for 

bringing it up. 

 I see also here GAC’s participation PDPs and CCWGs. Again, [inaudible] 

speaking but if we are interested in a specific PDP… What is a PDP? A 

Policy Development Process. So for instance now one of the Policy 

Development Processes in ICANN is the new gTLDs discussion. This is a 

key work that will be analyzed. 

 And then we have the green ones there, which are the introductory 

sessions like the DNS fundamentals, the Fellowship session, these are 

sessions that you can learn basic concepts which are important for you 

to interact in ICANN. So remember, ICANN Internet policy focus is on 

the DNS, the domain name system. So in the DNS fundamentals session, 

we’ll learn how that works. 

 Again, a group, the GNSO working session is with the group all day 

session, a group going on for their activities. And you have here the At-

Large regional leaders. Remember, At-Large organizes itself regionally, 

so it is important to know who are the RALOs and who are the leaders 

of each RALO. 

 Remember, we are the first global program. I am speaking a little bit 

faster because we have three minutes to go. I’ll ask just three minutes 

more to conclude if it’s okay with everyone. So we are still on Monday 

and going through once more. Take a good look at the colors. So you 

have there the green sessions which are introductory sessions, and you 

have the group sessions in gray, regular color. 



TAF_Global Indigenous Ambassador Program Call-13Oct17                                       EN 

 

Page 26 of 32 

 

 The Newcomers day, I will just bring once more what Siranush said, and 

remember, it is great to be a Newcomer, it’s great to be a Fellow, it is 

great to be a first time Ambassador. This gives you a VIP card. Use it. 

You can reach out to community members and ask questions. It’s a very 

warm and welcoming environment, the Fellowship. So you have support 

from your colleagues, from leaders to whatever you want to ask. So I 

would highly recommend participating in these activities. 

 So there are a few more – 

 

HEIDI ULLRICH: Renata, I’m sorry I’m not by my computer right now. Just I wonder if 

you haven’t done this already, it would be useful if you could all send a 

photo and a very brief bio of all of you who are participating in this. 

Number one, we could put it on our website, on the At-Large side at 

least. So Renata, if you could organize that, that would be great 

 

RENATA RIBEIRO: Yes. 

 

HEIDI ULLRICH: Okay, perfect. We can also feature this program in the activities and 

you, and that’s why these files will be useful to have on hand, is there’s 

an ICANN newsletter that is published every day of the meeting, so we 

could feature this program on one of the days, and I think that would be 

useful for the program, particularly as we’re coming up into the fiscal 

year ‘19 Additional Budget Request process. Thank you. 
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RENATA RIBEIRO: Great. Thank you, Heidi. So everyone, you just heard this amazing 

request. Let’s do that. I will send you a message about that, and 

remember also always to introduce yourself as a participant of this 

program. 

 There are other – let’s say more permanent work in ICANN, like the 

Competition, Consumer Trust and Consumer Choice Review Team. We 

also have the Security, Stability and Resiliency of the DNS Review Team.  

So what are the review teams? The review teams work to make ICANN 

better. So they come back to a specific group or a specific initiative, and 

they bring new perspectives by reviewing your work done. So this is 

more technical than you would have thought, since participating on the 

first work is important to understand the review team. But it’s good to 

see how a review team works. So you can also join these efforts. 

 The ccNSO is the Country Code Name Supporting Organization, so you’ll 

definitely see a lot of activity on that too. Again, as I said, we have the 

new gTLD discussion, many themes around that. 

 Don’t forget in the social events, what we can do is we have the 

Fellowship social networking event. You can also reach out to 

community leaders and ask them what do they expect of a certain 

discussion that you have penciled down on your agenda, how can you 

participate better? 

 At the beginning of the week, you’ll have the more thematic focused 

events. You have the ICANN wiki which is an independent platform that 
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has knowledge on ICANN. There’s a [inaudible] so you can participate in 

these hands-on activities. 

 In the public forum, I would be very glad if we had participation on the 

public forum. I have always been an advocate of – 

 

GEOFFREY BLACKWELL: Renata, I lost you. 

 

YESIM NAZLAR: I think Renata just dropped from the Adobe Connect room. 

Unfortunately, she’s not on the phone bridge. 

 

GEOFFREY BLACKWELL: I have spoken with her about the public forum, and I think that might be 

the portion of the agenda where there’s an opportunity to make a 

statement to the entirety of ICANN60. And I would very much 

appreciate an opportunity to be able to do that as a Global Indigenous 

Fellow, as one of the inaugural. 

 So please, I just wanted to have that as a part of this record. I also – 

Heidi, if you’re still on, there are just a couple of nuts and bolts things 

that I do want to try to follow up with you as well. I’ll send you my 

contact information as well. 

 And some very basic things. I apologize, but I did register for the event, I 

just want to make sure that I’m registered properly. I don’t believe 

there was a place for me to be able to record my affiliations and the 
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affiliation with Native Public Media. I will follow up with you on that, 

but all of this has been very good. 

 

HEIDI ULLRICH: Perfect. 

 

GEOFFREY BLACKWELL: I understand this is an introduction into an entirely new ecology, an 

entirely new ecosystem, and I am very – I come from a background of 

significant acronyms and different constituency groups and 

organizations, and I really look forward to engaging. It seems as though 

there’s so much that happens that it is an experience that’s best 

understood in person. I’m very focused on trying to do as much as I can 

to prepare, although it does appear as though really, there’s so much 

that goes on there that one can only do so much to prepare. 

 So one of the things I’m sort of focused on and Matt and I have 

discussed and will continue to discuss is how to get, as much as 

possible, ahead of the curve on preparing for these reports, especially 

with the perspective that we’re bringing. 

 I do appreciate you mentioning also the GAC meeting of relevance, 

because having worked for my federal government here on our 

indigenous issues, I’m very aware of those issues. I’ve been at the grass 

roots level of them in terms of regulation across our United States. 

 Also the other thing that I am very dialed in on is helping you prepare 

for that 2019 budget. That’s a must-do meeting and deliverable for you. 

So I really do appreciate the guidance. 
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HEIDI ULLRICH: That’s great. On the public comment – and again there’s an echo – I 

would suggest that you get together before those public sessions and 

think of what is your message that you want expressed. And again, I 

know that there’s a lot to choose from in terms of meetings. I think if 

you prepare beforehand on what your top three messages, what do you 

want to get across the entire ICANN meeting, and then pick and choose 

strategically on which meetings are going to be able to be those 

platforms for your message. Just some tips of my time at ICANN. Thank 

you. 

 

GEOFFREY BLACKWELL: Absolutely. I completely agree. I had that same experience at WSIS in 

2005. Been there, done that, and I do understand – and I think that 

we’re all focused – I’m looking forward to that first day of really getting 

on that same page and then trying as much as possible to do [inaudible] 

beforehand. 

 So all of this advice and all of this sort of on the structure and the 

strategy and the organization has been very helpful. But I also am trying 

to focus on those, what we bring as Ambassadors. So thank you. 

 

HEIDI ULLRICH: Thank you. I think you guys are a great team, and I’m very much looking 

forward to meeting all of you in person and having the voice heard, 

Global Indigenous Ambassadors. Thank you. Yesim, do we have Renata 

back? 
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RENATA RIBEIRO: Yes. Hi. Can you hear me all right? 

 

HEIDI ULLRICH: [inaudible] 

 

RENATA RIBEIRO: I guess so. So just to conclude, everyone, I think we had quite a 

productive meeting, because as you see, basically we have during the 

day the group’s meetings, and on the lunch time, the Fellowship 

meeting. At night time, you have the social events. So plan your day. I 

will start in the morning, I will choose either a general session or a 

group session. I will go to the Fellowship lunch. On the afternoon either 

a general or a group session. And then you can probably in the morning 

a group, in the afternoon a general, or an intergroup session. And then 

at night, you have a social event. 

 Have in mind ICANN days can be very long, so don’t overstretch 

yourself. Try and find a rhythm. And do know that we’re always here for 

you. Heidi and some other staff can, Siranush can help you identify the 

community leaders to talk to. 

 Think – yes, fantastic hint, Heidi – think about your message. Think 

about your plan. Where do you want to go from here? And use the 

public forum space to send out your message, your question. You can 

be critical. You can say, “We should have more inclusion of indigenous 

population, of underserved regions,” or “We should invest more in 

issues related to Internet policy and identity. The emerging identifiers, 
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what does this mean? ICANN will have a session with UNESCO for the 

first time I have seen this.  

So yes, there’s a lot we can work on. I’d like to thank you very much also 

for the staff. Thank you very much for your patience. We went over a bit 

our time, but I guess this is what we had for today, and I’ll follow up 

with e-mails, everyone. Okay? Thanks. So we conclude for now. Thank 

you. 

 

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: Thank you, everyone Bye. 

 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Thank you all. 

 

YESIM NAZLAR: Thank you, Renata. This meeting is now adjourned. Thank you all. Have 

a lovely rest of the day. Bye. 

 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Thank you very much. Bye-bye. 

 

 

[END OF TRANSCRIPTION] 


