
Summary of cases and terminology used to date 
 
 
IANA Naming Function terminology  
 
Term/Practice Definition/description Used in: Comment 

Not assigned  .UM 
(2007) 

 

Retired; Term retired is listed as 
such in IANA 

 .AN 
(2010) 

Process 
concluded in 
2015 

Retired; not included in IANA Root 
Zone Database, no record in 
https://www.iana.org/domains/root/db  
 

 .YU 
(2007) 
.TP  
(2002) 

.YU Process 
concluded in 
2009, .TP 
process 
concluded in 
2015  

unallocated (ccTLDs)  .UM case 
report 
(2007) 

 

Disposition of Top Level Domain  .AN case 
report 
(2010) 

 

Removal of ccTLDs  .UM case  

Retirement of (cc)TLD    

Un-delegated ccTLD This term is not 
defined. It is used as 
an overall, heuristic to 
describe stage where 
the delegation has 
ended. To date at least 
3 situations are (not) 
distinguished: Un-
assigned – Retired -
not included in the root 
zone database after 
the retirement process 
was concluded. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

https://www.iana.org/domains/root/db


ISO 3166-1 terminology 
 
Term/Practice Definition/description Used in: Comment 

Assigned    

Un-assigned    

Transitionally 
reserved 

   

Exceptionally 
reserved 

   

    

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Summary of the main records of ccTLDs.  
 
The records are: 

• https://www.iana.org/domains/root/db/um.html 

• https://www.iso.org/obp/ui/#search 
 
Not included yet is the terminology used over time to describe the removal/ 
retirement in the different detailed IANA reports and ISO records. For example, in the 
case of .um, the .UM delegation be removed and that .UM be returned to the pool of 
unallocated ccTLDs. In the .AN related report the following terms are used: 
“disposition” of .AN top level domain and “retired”.  
 

The terminology in use in the high –level overviews is marked.  
 
 
 

• .UM case 
• IANA report: https://www.iana.org/reports/2007/um-report-

10jan2007.html  
• At request of ccTLD manager and government 
• No registrations at time of request and decision (2007) 
• Current status in https://www.iana.org/domains/root/db: Not assigned 
• Current status ISO 3166-1: Assigned 

 
 

• .AN case (Netherlands Antilles) 
• IANA report: https://www.iana.org/reports/2011/cw-report-

20111003.html  
• Netherlands Antilles ceased to exist, after restructuring of Kingdom of 

Netherlands (2010) 
• Retirement Part of delegation of .CW delegation process 2010  
• Closure of retirement process in 2015. 

• Current status IANA Root Zone Database: retired 
• Current status ISO 3166-1: Transitionally reserved (assigned-> 

transitionally reserved). Additional Information: The Netherlands 
Antilles was divided into Bonaire, Saint Eustatius and Saba (BQ, BES, 
535), Curaçao (CW, CUW, 531) and Sint Maarten (Dutch part) (SX, 
SXM, 534).  

 
 

• YU (Yugoslavia) 
• IANA report on .YU retirement itself included in combined 

delegation and retirement report: 
https://www.iana.org/reports/2007/rs-yu-report-11sep2007.html   

• Break-up of Yugoslavia 
• Part of delegation of .RS delegation process 
• Process initiated in 2007 (with the delegation of .rs) and 

completed in 2009   
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• Current status IANA Root Zone Database: not included in 
IANA Root Zone Database, no record in 
https://www.iana.org/domains/root/db  

• Current status ISO 3166-1: Transitionally reserved (from 
assigned-> transitionally reserved) Additional information: Name 
changed from Yugoslavia to Serbia and Montenegro (CS, SCG, 
891) in 2003. Former Yugoslavia was divided into Bosnia and 
Herzegovina (BA), Croatia (HR),The former Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia (MK), Serbia and Montenegro (CS), Slovenia (SI).  

 

• TP (Portuguese Timor) 

• “TP” two-letter ASCII code designated for Portuguese Timor in 2002. 
The successor country, Timor-Leste, was granted a new two-letter 
ASCII code of “TL”.  

• IANA Root Zone report:  https://www.iana.org/reports/2015/tp-report-
20150126.html 

• Process for removal was initiated and concluded with removal from the 
root of .TP in February 2015. 

• Current status IANA Root Zone Database: not included in IANA Root 
Zone Database. However, recoded in 
https://www.iana.org/domains/root/db  as retired 

• Current status ISO 3166-1: Transitionally reserved (from: assigned-> 
transitionally reserved). Additional Information (informational): Name 
changed from East Timor (TP, TMP, 626) to Timor-Leste (TL, TLS, 
626). 

 

 

For reference, as it is part of the exchanges to date:  .SU 

• SU  

• SU, two letter code that refers to the former USSR 

• Current status IANA Root Zone Database: regular entry 
see:https://www.iana.org/domains/root/db/su.html 

• Current status ISO 3166-1: reserved at the request of the Foundation 
for Internet Development 
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