
Copyright in 

the Digital Era
LAW VS OPEN ACCESS



History

 Law no.82 of 2002 is the law that protects IPRs in 

Egypt and the one enforced by the Egyptian 

judiciary. 

 the declaration of the first law protecting 

copyright took place in 1954, known as Law no. 

354 (WIPO, 2004).



Movie Piracy: 

 In 1902,  Georges Méliès’s “a Trip to 

The Moon” movie was duplicated 

under the name “A Trip to Mars” 

(Decherney, 2007).



The Digital Age 

 Peer-to-peer (P2P) channels, file-sharing 

websites



Why Movie Producers should worry? 
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American Movie Revenues from Foreign Markets

Source: Wang,( 2003 )and Boxofficemojo.
Vany and Walls (2007) noted 

that foreign markets are where 
movie piracy is most common. 



What to do when you 

want to watch “the 

curious case of 

Benjamin Button” 

movie in Egypt without 

infringing copyrights? 















According to the Egyptian IPR law

 In Article 181, 

whoever infringe 

author’s rights shall 

face imprisonment 

for one month and 

shall be fined 5000 

up to 10000 

Egyptian pounds. 



Who to blame? 

 The removal of NBC content from iTunes in 2007 

 Welter (2010) found that introducing a new blockbuster movie through 

Netflix reduced its piracy rate.

 Furthermore, the exchange rate fluctuations between the Dollar and 

the Egyptian Pound lead to a higher subscription price every time the 

Dollar rate moves.

 lacking methods for online payments withdraw some illegal 

downloaders from joining Netflix.


