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Deciding What is True in 
Politics

• Lucas Graves

• Academia & Journalism

• The Rise of Political Fact-Checking Sites in Europe 2016 
/Digital News Project: 
https://reutersinstitute.politics.ox.ac.uk/sites/default/file
s/The%20Rise%20of%20Fact-
Checking%20Sites%20in%20Europe.pdf



Recently

• American Elections of 2016

• The term “Post-Truth”

• The spread of fact-checking through media and civil society







Source: http://www.poynter.org/fact-
checkers-code-of-principles/



Fact Checking & The Internet

• Easy access to big data (Google, Governmental Statistics, etc…)

• Personalized devices & the internet allow people to reach the facts instantly

• The chance of fast and wide spreading of the news through the social media



Source: https://reporterslab.org/fact-checking/





Source: http://www.dogrulukpayi.com/beyanat/548aa0e316bd1



Source: http://www.dogrulukpayi.com/beyanat/58d0f8a474036



Problems & Issues

• Whose facts? 

• Increasing control of the authorities over such initiatives: The example of 
Turkey and Facts

• The over-factuality carries the risk of degrading “the important facts”



“A lie can travel half way around the world while the 
truth is putting on its shoes.”

-Mark Twain

Thank you… J


