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Deliberation to date has been focused on "thin data" as defined by the Thick WHOIS Report: 

"A thin registry only stores and manages the information associated with the domain name. This set 
includes data sufficient to identify the sponsoring registrar, status of the registration, creation and 

expiration dates for each registration, name server data, the last time the record was updated in its 
Whois data store, and the URL for the registrar’s Whois service.“ 

Example of some “thin data” elements 
 
Domain Name: ANVILWALRUSDEN.COM  
Registrar: TUCOWS DOMAINS INC. 
Sponsoring Registrar IANA ID: 69 
Whois Server: whois.tucows.com 
Referral URL: http://www.tucowsdomains.com 
Name Server: NS1.SYSTEMDNS.COM 
Name Server: NS2.SYSTEMDNS.COM 
Name Server: NS3.SYSTEMDNS.COM 
Status: clientTransferProhibited https://icann.org/epp#clientTransferProhibited 
Status: clientUpdateProhibited https://icann.org/epp#clientUpdateProhibited 
Updated Date: 17-jan-2017 
Creation Date: 30-jun-2010 
Expiration Date: 30-jun-2017 
 
Note: 2013 RAA defined some new data elements that go beyond the above list 
and will be discussed by this WG as we move forward 

Which gTLD registration data elements 
should be included in “thin data”? 
 

1) Discuss a replacement term for “thin data”  
to encompass the set of data elements 
deliberated on thus far and referenced in WG 
agreements thus far 

2) Review Annotated Poll Results 



Resume deliberation on this subquestion: 
What is the purpose of each “thin data” element? 
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As a reminder, initial rough consensus WG Agreements for “thin data” purpose include: 
 
Should gTLD registration thin data elements be accessible for any purpose or only for specific 
purposes? 

1. The WG should continue deliberation on the purpose(s) of "thin data." 
2. Every "thin data" element should have at least one legitimate purpose. 
3. Every existing "thin data" element does have at least one legitimate purpose for collection. 

For what specific (legitimate) purposes should gTLD registration thin data elements be collected? 
4. EWG-identified purposes apply to at least one "thin data" element. 
5. Domain name control is a legitimate purpose for “thin data” collection.  
6. Technical Issue Resolution is a legitimate purpose for “thin data” collection. 
7. Domain Name Certification is a legitimate purpose for "thin data" collection. 
8. Business Domain Name Purchase or Sale is a legitimate purpose for "thin data" collection. 
9. Academic / Public Interest DNS Research is a legitimate purpose for "thin data" collection. 
10. Regulatory and Contractual Enforcement is a legitimate purpose for "thin data" collection. 
11. Criminal Investigation & DNS Abuse Mitigation is a legitimate purpose for "thin data" 

collection. 
12. Legal Actions  is a legitimate purpose for "thin data" collection. 
13. Individual Internet Use is a legitimate purpose for "thin data" collection. 

Source: KeyConceptsDeliberation-WorkingDraft-31May2017.pdf 
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See https://community.icann.org/download/attachments/64078512/Merged-ThinDataPurposes-v1.pdf 
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EXCERPTS FROM INPUT MATERIALS 
FOR REFERENCE AS-NEEDED 
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Relevant Question/Answer from 
ICANN58 Data Protection Experts 

Source: https://community.icann.org/download/attachments/64078601/ 
ICANN58-DataProtectionExpert-Responses-7April2017-plus-Intro.pdf 
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Purposes for collection? Purposes for providing access? 

Source: ICANN58 RDS PDP WG F2F Meeting Slides  
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