
Call for Volunteers 
Registration Directory Service (RDS) Specific Review 

Guidelines 

This call seeks individuals interested in serving as a Volunteer Review Team Member on the 
RDS Review Team. The composition of the Review Team ideally will be balanced for diversity 
and skill. 

Candidates are asked to fill in, save and submit their application forms to reviews@icann.org by 
December 7 2016, 23:59 UTC. 

The entire contents of this template, as well as any other supporting documents will be 
published on the wiki page. Accordingly, please be mindful of any personal information 
submitted, and please inform us if any of this information should be redacted from the public 
posting. 

How to complete your application 

1. This application form is divided in 4 main sections:
• Applicant Information
• Expertise
• Skills
• Motivation for serving on the Review Team

2. All sections of each form need to be filled in by the applicant. If given criteria (e.g.
expertise) does not apply to the applicant, (s)he will leave the box empty.

3. Once the applicant has completed the form, (s)he will save it on his
computer/tablet/smartphone.

4. The applicant will create a new email message addressed to reviews@icann.org, attach
the form which (s)he previously saved and submit their application for consideration.

5. The applicant shall submit his application before December 7 2016, 23:59 UTC.

mailto:reviews@icann.org
https://community.icann.org/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=63145857
mailto:reviews@icann.org


Applicant Information 

Last Name: 

First Name: 

Gender: ○ Female ○ Male

Country: 

Geographic Region associated with the domicile of volunteer: 

○ Africa ○ Asia/Australia/Pacific Islands ○ Europe

○ Latin America/Caribbean Islands ○ North America

Confirm the Advisory Committee/Supporting Organization with which you wish to seek a 
nomination from to the RDS Review Team: 

○ Other○ ASO

○ ccNSO

○ GNSO

○ ALAC

○ GAC

Previous ICANN Experience 



Prior member of the 1st WHOIS Review Team or was an active contributor to its work 

○ Yes ○ No

Prior member of the Expert Working Group on Registration Directory Services

○ Yes ○ No

Education 

Professional Certifications 

Language 

English: ○ Native Speaker  ○ Fluent ○ Conversant ○ Basic Knowledge



Expertise 

Please assess and explain how your knowledge, experience & expertise addresses the criteria 
listed below. Leave the box blank if not applicable to you. 

• Familiarity with Operation of the Domain Name System (DNS)
• Familiarity with WHOIS registrant data collection, compliance, directory services

(RDDS) management
• Familiarity with Translation and Transliteration of WHOIS Contact Information
• Familiarity with ICANN Procedure for Handling WHOIS Conflicts with Privacy Law
• Familiarity with malware and abuse vectors and mitigations, including cybercrime
• Familiarity with WHOIS Data Retention Waiver Process



Skills 
Please assess and explain how your knowledge, experience & personality meets the desired 
attributes listed below. Leave the case blank if not applicable to you. 

• Understanding of the Multistakeholder community
• Team spirit, adaptability, consensus-seeking attitude
• Willingness to learn
• Readiness to contribute
• Capacity to reason objectively, putting aside personal opinions or preconceptions
• Analytical skills



Motivation for Serving on Review Team 
Please provide your interest in serving on the Review Team and what you will bring to the team 
if selected. 



How did you hear about the RDS Call for Volunteers?
As part of our ongoing effort to better position our outreach and messaging for future Review 
Team announcements, we would value your feedback on how did you hear about the RDS 
Call for Volunteers. While this is optional, we kindly invite you to select below which 
communication channel notified you about the RDS Call for Volunteers, please select as 
many that apply.

Communication Channels

□ ICANN Community Constituent Groups (see https://www.icann.org/community#groups/)

□ ICANN.org

□ ICANN Facebook

□ ICANN LinkedIn

□ ICANN Twitter

□ ICANN Wiki

□ ICANN Newsletters

□ ICANN Conference

□ Other:

Thank you for your Application to join the RDS Review Team. 

https://www.icann.org/community#groups
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	Previous ICANN Experience: None
	Education: 2010: Master of Science in Engineering (M.Sc.Eng.) in Computer Science and Software Design, Conservatoire National des Arts et Métiers, Paris, France, Grade A pass.

2005: Master of Science in Engineering (M.Sc.Eng.) in Computer Network, University of Marne la Vallée, Champs sur Marne, France, Grade B pass.

2004: Master of Science (M.Sc.) in Applied Mathematics and Computer Science, University of Marne la Vallée, Champs sur Marne, France, Grade B pass.

2004: Certificate in Human Resource Management, University of Marne la Vallée, Champs sur Marne, France.
	Professional Certifications: 2015: Web applications hacking 101, Telspace Systems, Ebene, Mauritius.
Course on web application assessment, attacking web applications, SQL injection, cross-site scripting, cross-site request forgery, business logic bypass, local and remote file inclusion and more.

2015: Pentaho BI Suite, GrayMatter, Ebene, Mauritius.
An introduction course on the BI Suite.

2014: Certified SCRUM Master, Scrum Alliance, Johannesburgh, South–Africa.
CSM certified since december 2014 with Member id #000376341.

2014: The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People, Franklin Covey, Pailles, Mauritius.
A one week course on the Seven Habits of Highly Effective People by Cyril Chee Kim Ling.
	Last Name: ODOU
	Country: Mauritius
	Geographic Region: Africa
	First Name: Michel
	SO/AC: Other
	Expertise: I am the lead software engineer of the WHOIS/RDAP/IRR at AFRINIC, which is the African Internet Registry.

I have no real familiarity with the DNS, though I know how it works and the basics (I followed several courses on DNS and DNSSEC provided by Alain AINA).

I have a strong knowledge on the WHOIS systems and subsystems, authentication, query and update mechanisms as well as the RPSL and business rules.
As the main developer and implementer of the WHOIS and Routing Registry at AFRINIC, I have a good understanding on the data structure and limitations of the WHOIS.

I am not familiar with the ICANN procedure for handling WHOIS conflicts with privacy law.

I know about malware and abuse vectors and mitigations, including cybercrime. I followed several courses on computer security, including the TelSpace course on web application hacking.
I am also the author of a research paper on information security using cryptography (in French).
	Skills: (1) AFRINIC is a community-driven organisation and serves as the 5th RIR. As such, we have to understand and work with a community that is diverse and representative of several cultures.
Any software I work on (WHOIS, RDAP, IRR) is based on rules decided and voted by several stakeholders on a bottom-up basis.

(2) Team spirit is essential in my work and common duties. I have many stakeholders and serve many clients, both internal (Registration Services department) and external (AFRINIC members).
The development team is also very diverse and I need to constantly adapt to different people, different cultures and customs. Building software and achieving results in such an environment would not be possible without a real team spirit and a win-win attitude.

(3 & 4) I am working in an international environment in which I learn every day and it is required to be able to contribute to developing Internet in Africa. Willingness to learn because the RIR business is constantly evolving and readiness to contribute because we have members that face challenges and that count on my contribution and my proactivity to help them solve their issues.

(5 & 6) Being a software engineer requires analytical skills. The WHOIS is not a complex software and is used by thousand of clients and before making any change, I need to be careful to all the aspects and be mindful of the details, whether is terms of security, algorithm performance, CPU usage and memory footprint, etc. This means I need to reason objectively and sometimes put my own work aside to add/implement other mechanisms that have proven to be better. The same applies to my personal opinions and conceptions. I always welcome new ideas and I always seek to reach the best solution, not the most comfortable one.
	Motivation: The WHOIS is today one of the most used database services to manage and identify Internet resources and their respective owners. I think with the future of the Internet, Ipv6, the IoT and other exciting developments, the WHOIS and the domain name services will become even more crucial and key elements to guarantee a certain level of security, accuracy and availability of these public information.

In this context, I plan to bring my expertise as a WHOIS developer and software engineer. I sincerely think it is helpful to have a technical point of view from someone that is desiging, fixing and deploying WHOIS and Routing Registry features since years. My knowledge of the WHOIS components and common issues is an asset in that matter. I also would like to see how the new features discussed in the RDS group can help developing Internet in Africa, as part of AFRINIC's mission. It will also help giving feedback to the AFRINIC community on high-level discussions at ICANN and ensure our community is involved and engaged in buiding solutions that will help providing better Internet services worldwide.
	Prior member of the 1st WHOIS: No
	Prior member of the Expert Working Group: No
	English: Fluent
	Gender: Male
	Other: A colleague at AFRINIC sent me the link to the RDS Call for Volunteers, thinking I might be interested in contributing
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