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What is ICANN? 

The Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and 
Numbers (ICANN) is a global multistakeholder, private 
sector-led organization that manages Internet 
resources for the public benefit 

¤  ICANN is best known for its role as the technical coordinator of the 
Internet's Domain Name System (DNS) 

¤  ICANN's mission overall is to coordinate the global Internet's 
systems of unique identifiers, and in particular to ensure the stable 
and secure operation of those unique identifier systems 

¤  The set of unique identifier systems coordinated by ICANN are the 
IANA functions 
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Community-driven policy 



ICANN’s Multistakeholder Model  
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“Stakeholder” refers broadly to anyone who has an interest in the 
Internet 
 
 
 Within ICANN, stakeholders include: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The multistakeholder community functions on bottom-up consensus 
building which, by design, is resistant to capture due to the openness, 
diversity and equal division of authority among participants 
 
 

What is the multistakeholder community? 

Large and 
small 

businesses 

Civil society Researchers 
and academics End users Governments Technical 

community 



MULTISTAKEHOLDER MODEL:   
ICANN COMMUNITY	  


