
LANGUAGES OF SOUTH ASIA



درى



Source: http://freelanguage.org/learn-urdu/learn-about-the-urdu-
language, http://www.omniglot.com/writing/urdu.htm

Urdu )اردو( in South Asia
It is National language of 
Pakistan and 104 Million 

speakers including those who 
speak it as a second language

It is spoken in Pakistan, India 
Afghanistan, Bahrain, 
Bangladesh, Botswana, Fiji, 
Germany, Guyana, Malawi, 
Mauritius, Nepal, Norway, 
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, 
South Africa, Thailand, UAE, 
UK and Zambia. 







Major Languages of Pakistan using Arabic Script

Language Percentage of 
Speakers Number of Speakers 

Punjabi 44.15 66,225,000

Pashto 15.42 23,130,000

Sindhi 14.1 21,150,000

Siraiki 10.53 15,795,000

Urdu 7.57 11,355,000

Balauchi 3.57 5,355,000

Others 4.66 6,990,000

Census 2001: The population is assumed to be 150 million in 2003 as it was 132,352,000 in 1998 and the 
growth rate is 2.69 %.

Source: http://www.sanlp.org/PMT/shahmukhi.htm



Punjabi Speaking Area (Shahmukhi & Gormukhi)

105 Millions speakers in 
Pakistan and India

Source: http://www.omniglot.com/writing/punjabi.htm



Source: http://www.omniglot.com/writing/punjabi.htm

Punjabi پنجابی (Shahmukhi)



Source: http://lmp.ucla.edu/Profile.aspx?LangID=64&menu=004, 
http://www.omniglot.com/writing/pashto.htm

Pashto Speaking Area

45-55 Millions speakers in 
Afghanistan and Pakistan



Source: http://www.omniglot.com/writing/pashto.htm

Pashto پ֢تو



Sindhi Speaking Area

19.8 Million speakers in 
Pakistan and India

Source: http://www.omniglot.com/writing/sindhi.htm



Source: http://www.omniglot.com/writing/sindhi.htm

Sindhi سنڌي



Siraiki Speaking Area

14 Million speakers in 
Pakistan and India

Source: http://www.omniglot.com/writing/sindhi.htm



Source: http://www.omniglot.com/writing/saraiki.htm

Siraiki سرائیكى



Balochi Speaking Area

7 Million speakers in 
Pakistan, Afghanistan and Iran



Balochi بلوچى

Source: http://www.omniglot.com/writing/dari.htm



Kashmiri Speaking Area

4.5 Million speakers in 
Pakistan, India and UK

Source: http://www.omniglot.com/writing/kashmiri.htm



Kashmiri شُرԿك

Source: http://www.omniglot.com/writing/kashmiri.htm



Dari Speaking Area

7.5 Million speakers in 
Afghanistan, Iran and Pakistan

Source: http://www.omniglot.com/writing/dari.htm



Dari درى

Source: http://www.omniglot.com/writing/dari.htm



Arabic Scrip Extended


