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Pre-ICANN 80 Update
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Timeline
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Applicant Guidebook Timeline
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Public Comment #1 (February ‒ March 2024)
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Public Comment # 2 (September 2024)
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**There will be a Public Comment 
Period ASAP on RSP and ASP 
Programs (likely starting this week)



Public Comment #3
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New gTLD Program Website
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https://newgtldprogram
.icann.org/en 

https://newgtldprogram.icann.org/en
https://newgtldprogram.icann.org/en


Applicant Support Program
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• On Schedule to launch Application Submission Period in Q4 2024
• ASP Implementation Team still having discussions
• Applicants that qualify for support will be eligible for financial and non-financial 

assistance to apply for a gTLD including:

• Reduced gTLD base application and other gTLD evaluation fees (between 75%-85% reduction).
• Access to volunteer professional services, training, and other resources.

• ASP Handbook:  https://newgtldprogram.icann.org/en/application-
rounds/round2/asp/handbook 

• Important Note: Qualifying for support via the ASP does not equate to qualifying for a gTLD. Qualified supported 
applicants must also apply for a gTLD in Q2 2026 and be evaluated according to the criteria in the gTLD Program: Next 
Round Applicant Guidebook.

https://newgtldprogram.icann.org/en/application-rounds/round2/asp/handbook
https://newgtldprogram.icann.org/en/application-rounds/round2/asp/handbook


RSP Provider Program
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https://newgtldprogram.icann.org/en
/application-rounds/round2/rsp 

https://newgtldprogram.icann.org/en/application-rounds/round2/rsp
https://newgtldprogram.icann.org/en/application-rounds/round2/rsp


ICANN 80 Sessions
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SubPro IRT Sessions
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1. Session 1:  Focused on Application Fees and Predictability 
Framework.
1. ICANN Presentation:  Range between $208,000 – 293,000 depending on 

total number of Applications Received.  If more than 1,000 applications 
received, there will be a refund/credit of excess funds – TBD.

2. Most increases tied to inflation and the cost of living increases
3. This does not include the RSP fee which is estimate at between $60,000 

and $92,000 per RSP (depending on number of participants).

2. Session 2:  Focused on ASP Bid Credits for Auctions of Last Resort. 
1. Discussion focused on research of Bid Credits vs. set-asides

https://community.icann.org/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=322994366&preview=/322994366/343343142/IRT%20Presentation%20-%20gTLD%20Evaluation%20fee%20-%2010%20June%202024.pdf


SubPro IRT Sessions
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3. Session 3:  Continued discussion of Fees and credit vs. refund as 
well as a discussion about Predictability Mechanism and the “SPIRT” in 
addressing changes.



ICANN Board Resolution on RVCs
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Resolved (2024.06.08.08), the ICANN Board determines that ICANN 
should exclude from the Next Round RAs any RVCs and other 
comparable registry commitments that restrict content in gTLDs.

• Lots of discussions still ongoing on how this impacts GAC Advice, Early 
Warnings, Singular/Plural TLDs, Application Changes, Objections 
Handling, Responding to Public Comments.



Discussions Since ICANN 80
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Singular / Plural 
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• One of the few non-adopted Recommendations from SubPro which 
prohibited the delegation of singular and plural versions of the same 
string except where the strings have different intended uses.
• ICANN Board Resolution re – content has has great impact on the notion of 

“intended use.”
• GNSO Council Small Team still trying to figure out a way to continue to 

prohibit Singulars and Plurals while at the same time coming up with an 
objective, enforceable mechanism, to all some singulars/plurals to co-exist 
where no likelihood of confusion.



GAC Advice ICANN 80
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1. Do not do ASP on first-come, first-served basis as it may 
discriminate against certain regions who may find out later than 
others or who cant apply right away.

2. ICANN must prohibit the use of private auctions in resolving 
contention sets in the next round and to start a discussion on 
alternatives especially where there is a non-profit applicant.



Since ICANN 80
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1. ICANN Board meetings with GAC on ASP Program and Resolution of 
Contention Sets

2. IRT continues to cover multiple topics in preparation for public 
comment periods including one shortly on Ts and Cs.

3. Small Team+ still working on Singular/Plural issues.


