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Justification:

The clock is ticking down and industries and governments are stepping up their efforts to
meet the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Internet technology, as a
fundamental element of development and a key component of our critical systems, has a
decisive role. The negative impacts of the ICT industry including data mining’s and data
centers’ carbon footprint and water usage are well understood and publicized. Missing from
the conversation is the positive role of the IT industry in general and the DNS sector in
particular as the enabler of development.

In recent years, Internet governance institutions have become more active in exploring their
role in achieving the SDGs. ITU, in collaboration with more than 30 UN agencies, is
continuously working towards strengthening the alignment of the WSIS Process
implementation activities with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, thereby
highlighting the direct linkages between WSIS Action Lines and SDGs.

ISOC published a paper “The Internet and Sustainable Development” as early as 2015 and in
a recent meeting, ISOCUK discussed the need to explore the concept further.

At ICANN, interim CEO, Sally Costerton’s number eight objective for 2024 is
“Environmental Sustainability Strategy- Initiate the creation of ICANN's Environmental
Sustainability Strategy” and stating that in “FY24, ICANN will initiate the development of a
comprehensive approach for implementing an environmental sustainability strategy for
ICANN".

So far, ALAC is lagging. Understanding the positive and negative impact of the ICT industry in
general and the DNS sector in particular, as well as exploring ICANN's potential role in
achieving SDGs is long overdue.
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