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• approx. 351.8 million 

Total domain name registrations (ccTLDs & gTLDs):

• approx. 156.8 million 

ccTLDs registrations: 

• contains 7 ccTLDs (*)

Top 10 largest TLDs by number of reported domains: 

End of Q1 2019: 
(source: Verisign DNIB, Q1 2019)

(*) com, cn, tk, de, net, uk, org, tw, nl, ru
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ccTLDs: It’s About Local Policy!
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Article 10, ICANN Bylaws

ICANN Policy Development body, which shall be responsible for:

• - Developing and recommending to the Board global policies
relating to country-code top-level domains;

• - Nurturing consensus across the ccNSO community, including the
name-related activities of ccTLDs;

• - Coordinating with other ICANN Supporting Organizations,
committees, and constituencies under ICANN;

• - Nominate individuals to fill Seats 11 and 12 on the Board;
• - Other responsibilities as set forth in these Bylaws.



Article 10, ICANN Bylaws

Policies that apply to ccNSO members by virtue of their 
membership are only those policies developed according to 
Section 10.4(j) and Section 10.4(k). However, the ccNSO may also 
engage in other activities authorized by its members. Adherence 
to the results of these activities will be voluntary and such 
activities may include: seeking to develop voluntary best 
practices for ccTLD managers, assisting in skills building within 
the global community of ccTLD managers, and enhancing 
operational and technical cooperation among ccTLD managers.



Article 10, ICANN Bylaws

ICANN policies shall apply to ccNSO members by virtue of their 
membership to the extent, and only to the extent, that the 
policies (i) only address issues that are within scope of the ccNSO 
according to Section 10.6(a) and Annex C; (ii) have been 
developed through the ccPDP as described in Section 10.6, and 
(iii) have been recommended as such by the ccNSO to the Board, 
and (iv) are adopted by the Board as policies, provided that such 
policies do not conflict with the law applicable to the ccTLD 
manager which shall, at all times, remain paramount. In 
addition, such policies shall apply to ICANN in its activities 
concerning ccTLDs.



Article 10, ICANN Bylaws

The ccNSO shall have a membership consisting of 
ccTLD managers. [..] a ccTLD manager is the 
organization or entity responsible for managing 
an ISO 3166 country-code top-level domain, or 
under any later variant, for that country-code 
top-level domain.





Not eligible yet!



ccNSO -
Voluntary organisation for ccTLDs

172 members 
(October 2019) 5 46

27 38
56

Observers: AfTLD, APTLD, CENTR, LACTLD



What do the ccNSO 

members do?

• Elect the Council
• Select 2 ICANN Board members
• Vote on policies and Council 

resolutions
• Participate in WGs
• Suggest topics, set Meeting 

agenda
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What does

the ccNSO Council do?

• Administrative role
• Representative role



ccTLDs and ICANN

• IANA function
• ccNSO membership
• Financial contributions
• Documentation of relationship



Thank you!
Questions?


