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In September 2013, the ccNSO submitted the IDN country code policy development process (ccPDP2) Board Report to the ICANN Board of Directors. 
The recommended policy ccPDP2 contains two parts:

High-level proposals for the criteria and requirements for the IDNccTLD string selection; and activities, roles, and responsibilities of the actors 
involved in the string selection and string evaluation processes and procedures.
Proposals to enable the inclusion of IDNccTLDs in the ccNSO.

By mutual understanding between the ccNSO and the ICANN Board, the Board did not consider the first part of the proposed policy to allow further 
evolution of the Fast Track Process, i.e. to test and gain more experience with the policy aspects pertaining to the introduction of IDNccTLDs. The 
latest step in the evolution of the Fast Track Process was the introduction of the Risk Mitigation Panel and related procedures in 2018. The second part 
of 2013 proposed policy – on the inclusion of IDNccTLDs in the ccNSO – was implemented in June 2022 by ICANN through the requested change of 
the ICANN Bylaws.

In March 2019, the ccNSO Council tasked a team (Preliminary Review Team or PRT) to review ccPDP2 in light of the impact of the following related 
processes on the recommended policies:

The evolved Fast Track Process,
The request of the ICANN Board of Directors with respect to IDN Variants, and
Other relevant developments such as retirement of the (IDN) ccTLDs and introduction of a review mechanism

Based on its high-level analysis, the PRT identified various issues with the recommended policy for the selection of IDN ccTLD strings and advised the 
Council to launch a ccNSO Policy Development Process (ccPDP4) to address these issues, including the de-selection of IDN ccTLD strings.

In January 2020, the ccNSO Council requested an Issue Report, which was submitted In May 2020, and after adoption in the same month, the ccNSO 
Council initiated ccPDP4 to develop policy for the (de-) selection of IDN ccTLD strings. The ccPDP4 working group started its work in September 2020.

In developing the policy and at the request of the ICANN Board of Directors, the Variant TLD Recommendations developed by ICANN and as adopted 
by the Board should be considered. In addition, and at the request of the Board to ensure a consistent solution, based on the Variant TLD 
Recommendations, for IDN variant ccTLDs and IDN variant gTLDs, the work under ccPDP4 must be coordinated with the GNSO by mutually informing 
each other on the progress with respect to the selection of IDN TLD variants. 

Finally, in July 2022, the ccPDP4 was tasked to look at the need for further clarification of the ICANN Bylaws Sections 4.2(d)(i) and 4.3(c)(ii) (exclusion 
of the Independent Revies Process and Reconsideration), and, if in their view clarification is needed, make a recommendation to that effect.

Next Steps

The Working Group will review all comments received, and if deemed necessary update the policy. The summary of the comments and working group’
s analyses of the comments will be included in the Final Report.

FINAL VERSION SUBMITTED (IF RATIFIED)

The final version to be submitted, if the draft is ratified, will be placed here by upon completion of the vote. 
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FINAL DRAFT VERSION TO BE VOTED UPON BY THE ALAC

The final draft version to be voted upon by the ALAC will be placed here before the vote is to begin.

DRAFT SUBMITTED FOR DISCUSSION

The first draft submitted will be placed here before the call for comments begins. The Draft should be preceded by the name of the person submitting the 
draft and the date/time. If, during the discussion, the draft is revised, the older version(S) should be left in place and the new version along with a header 
line identifying the drafter and date/time should be placed above the older version(s), separated by a Horizontal Rule (available + Insert More Content 
control).



Hadia Elminiawi

Wed. 27 Sep.

The ALAC appreciates the opportunity to comment on the ccNSO PDP4 Initial Report on the de-selection of IDN ccTLDs.

The ALAC and the At-large community express their support of the proposed recommendations. Nevertheless, we would like to draw attention to the 
ICANN Board’s resolution regarding managing the IDN variant TLDs, requesting a consistent solution is developed for both IDN variant ccTLDs and 
IDN variant gTLDs. The ALAC considers the Board’s resolution not only important for ensuring consistent implementation and rationale but also for 
maintaining consistent user experiences.
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