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MEAC School on IG 2021v
Middle East and Adjoining Countries School on Internet Governance 

2021 Virtual (MEAC-SIG 2021v)

4-8 July 2021

Virtual

Organizers The Internet has become a fundamental component in the economic, social, and political spheres around 
the globe. It currently connects close to four billion people. The stable and flexible functioning of the 
Internet is therefore increasingly important for developed, emerging, and developing countries and their 
citizens.

The governance of the Internet Ecosystem has long been the concern of a selected group of 
stakeholders, but the number of interested parties, both state and non-state stakeholders, is increasing 
as global connectivity spreads.

Internet Governance is a contested topic, where the Middle East and Adjoining Countries School on 
Internet Governance (MEAC-SIG) will try to offer understanding, framing, and actions to be taken in this 
Internet governance environment. It will offer potential governance scenarios and analyse its 
international, regional, and national implications at the political, economical and technical levels.

Objective

As Middle East stakeholders are under-represented in Internet governance deliberations, the objective of 
the Middle East and Adjoining Countries School of Internet Governance (MEAC-SIG) is to address this 
problem.

MEAC-SIG is one of the few Internet governance education platforms in the Middle East. It provides a 
rare opportunity for regional stakeholders to learn about and participate in deliberations on Internet 
governance issues. MEAC-SIG prepares them to take part in governance processes, empowering them 
to become advocates of important local issues in global Internet governance fora.

MEAC-SIG is one of the few tools available in the Middle East to introduce the various stakeholders 
groups, especially youth, to an independent perspective on Internet governance. We also believe that the 
MEAC-SIG will greatly benefit the region by disseminating the principles of openness, collaboration, and 
inclusiveness upon which the Internet’s success has been based.

MEAC-SIG 2021v

The 2021 edition of MEAC-SIG will be conducted in English. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 2021 
edition will be held entirely virtual using ZOOM. Compared to previous editions, the 2021 edition will be 
condensed, and successful participants will have to conduct more offline work.

MEAC-SIG 2021v will take place on 4-8 July 2021, and the time for the sessions on each day is 08.00 - 
11.30 AM UTC. Prior to the start of the SIG, participants will be requested to read some material and 
enroll in some online courses.

MEAC-SIG 2021v is organized by ICANN, ISOC, and the RIPE NCC.

MEAC-SIG 2021v Pre-Work

Participants are requested to fulfill some pre-work before the start of the MEAC-SIG 2021v on 4 April. 
This pre-work includes:

What is Internet Governance | Internet Governance Project ( )webpage
The History of Internet Governance | Wolfgang Kleinwächter ( )video
3 ICANN Learn Courses ( )ICANN Learn

Introduction to ICANN,
DNS Fundamentals, and
Policy Development Fundamentals

Optional Reading

An Introduction to Internet Governance ( )webpage
Internet Governance at the Point of No Return ( )webpage

MEAC-SIG 2021v Agenda

https://www.icann.org/
https://www.internetsociety.org/
https://www.ripe.net/
https://www.internetgovernance.org/what-is-internet-governance/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5QUrkRtC2Js
https://learn.icann.org/
https://www.diplomacy.edu/resources/books/introduction-internet-governance
https://eizpublishing.ch/publikationen/internet-governance-at-the-point-of-no-return/?lang=en


Date
/Time 
(UTC)

Session Description Faculty

Sunday 
4 July

08.00 - 
08.15 
UTC

Opening 
Remarks

( )recording

The organizers of MEAC-SIG 2021v will share some opening remarks, and 
officially start the SIG.

Nermine 
El-

Saadany

and

Chafic 
Chaya

and

Baher 
Esmat

Sunday 
4 July

08.15 - 
09.45 
UTC

The 
History of 

the 
Internet 

and 
Internet 

Governance

( )recording

The lecture goes through the history of the Internet from the 1960s to the 
2020s. It explains the specifics of a "Network Society" and its political, 
economic, social and legal implications. It covers today´s geo-strategic 
conflicts and the efforts by the United Nations to strengthen the stability and 
security of the Internet.

Wolfgang 
Kleinwäch

ter

Sunday 
4 July

10.00 - 
11.00 
UTC

Introductio
n to 

Internet 
Governanc
e and its 

Stakeholde
rs

(  | recording
)slides

The session will talk about Internet Governance, its definition, importance, 
its different pillars, and the different stakeholder groups.

Nermine 
El-

Saadany

Monday 
5 July

8.00 - 
9.00 
UTC

ICANN, 
Policy 

Developme
nt, and the 

Domain 
Name 
System

(  recording
| )slides

The session will give an introduction to the Internet Corporation for 
Assigned Names and Numbers, and then talk about domain names and its 
underlying system.

Baher 
Esmat

and

Fahd 
Batayneh

Monday 
5 July

9.15 - 
10.15 
UTC

Introductio
n to 

Regional 
Internet 

Registries 
and RIPE 

NCC

(  recording
| )slides

The session will talk about the work of the regional Internet registries, and 
zoom in on one such organization; the RIPE NCC.

Gergana 
Petrova

Monday 
5 July

10.30 - 
11.30 
UTC

Standards 
and the 
Internet 

Engineerin
g Task 
Force 
(IETF)

(  recording
| slides [OK

, ])NBA

The session will talk about the Internet Engineering Task Force and its 
work on standards, and why it is important for the evolution of the technical 
underlyings of the Internet.

Olaf 
Kolkman

and

Nabil 
Benamar

Tuesday 
6 July

8.00 - 
9.00 
UTC

National, 
Regional, 

and Global 
IGFs and 

SIGs

(  recording
| )slides

The session will talk about the Global IGF, regional IGFs, national IGF, and 
the different schools on IG.

Anriette 
Esterhuys

en

and

Anja 
Gengo

https://icann.zoom.us/rec/share/xx_f1OUUtEJF6C9BWbJ1MLnk0Q5fbtHl9lDXffaRZuPH4FyvFOX_Ixjgmfe0EtIR.b2t7IXtvk9zaPC3H?startTime=1625385610000
https://www.internetsociety.org/author/saadany/
https://www.internetsociety.org/author/saadany/
https://www.internetsociety.org/author/saadany/
https://www.ripe.net/about-us/press-centre/publications/speakers/chafic-chaya
https://www.ripe.net/about-us/press-centre/publications/speakers/chafic-chaya
https://www.icann.org/profiles/206
https://www.icann.org/profiles/206
https://icann.zoom.us/rec/share/xx_f1OUUtEJF6C9BWbJ1MLnk0Q5fbtHl9lDXffaRZuPH4FyvFOX_Ixjgmfe0EtIR.b2t7IXtvk9zaPC3H?startTime=1625386526000
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/kleinwaechter-wolfgang-mr-university-of-aarhus-germany
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/kleinwaechter-wolfgang-mr-university-of-aarhus-germany
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/kleinwaechter-wolfgang-mr-university-of-aarhus-germany
https://icann.zoom.us/rec/share/xx_f1OUUtEJF6C9BWbJ1MLnk0Q5fbtHl9lDXffaRZuPH4FyvFOX_Ixjgmfe0EtIR.b2t7IXtvk9zaPC3H?startTime=1625392829000
https://community.icann.org/download/attachments/166265113/Intro%20to%20IG%20%26%20Stakeholders.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1625476155000&api=v2
https://www.internetsociety.org/author/saadany/
https://www.internetsociety.org/author/saadany/
https://www.internetsociety.org/author/saadany/
https://icann.zoom.us/rec/share/CtQW9AvxmSApDw6_q-FuzIep0PemR0xyTFzwP3XdCNZs9ijmKx1-f6ozq4vIwNQ.8JWd2HaeOug2Nvrm?startTime=1625472234000
https://community.icann.org/download/attachments/166265113/ICANN%2C%20PDP%2C%20and%20the%20DNS.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1625474979000&api=v2
https://www.icann.org/profiles/206
https://www.icann.org/profiles/206
https://www.icann.org/profiles/145
https://www.icann.org/profiles/145
https://icann.zoom.us/rec/share/CtQW9AvxmSApDw6_q-FuzIep0PemR0xyTFzwP3XdCNZs9ijmKx1-f6ozq4vIwNQ.8JWd2HaeOug2Nvrm?startTime=1625476544000
https://community.icann.org/download/attachments/166265113/2021-07-05%20MEAC_Gergana%20Petrova.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1625495297000&api=v2
https://labs.ripe.net/author/gergana_petrova/
https://labs.ripe.net/author/gergana_petrova/
https://icann.zoom.us/rec/share/CtQW9AvxmSApDw6_q-FuzIep0PemR0xyTFzwP3XdCNZs9ijmKx1-f6ozq4vIwNQ.8JWd2HaeOug2Nvrm?startTime=1625481166000
https://community.icann.org/download/attachments/166265113/IETF-About-Overview%20-%20June%202021%20OK.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1625499211000&api=v2
https://community.icann.org/download/attachments/166265113/SIG-2021%20NBA.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1625498925000&api=v2
https://www.internetsociety.org/author/kolkman/
https://www.internetsociety.org/author/kolkman/
http://www.aui.ma/en/sse/faculty.html?itemid=702
http://www.aui.ma/en/sse/faculty.html?itemid=702
https://icann.zoom.us/rec/share/xznLaA4zHn2w1zqH_oyoegxWbjiX1xv0y3AbKIgZe5CVdd18aWAAOgjp2IUAV90.GVWRwN6hdg0rgvWX?startTime=1625558595000
https://community.icann.org/download/attachments/166265113/IGF%202021.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1625651809000&api=v2
https://www.apc.org/en/users/anriette
https://www.apc.org/en/users/anriette
https://www.apc.org/en/users/anriette
https://icannwiki.org/User:Anjagengo
https://icannwiki.org/User:Anjagengo


Tuesday 
6 July

9.15 - 
10.15 
UTC

Internet 
Policy 

Developme
nt 

Processes

(  recording
| slides [RD

, ])MS

The session will talk about Internet policy development by sharing two real 
life examples from two different Internet organizations on two different 
topics.

Rafik 
Dammak

and

Marco 
Schmidt

Wednes
day 7 
July

8.00 - 
9.00 
UTC

Cybersecur
ity and 

Encryption

(  recording
| slides [AH

, ])HK

The session will talk about both cybersecurity and encryption in cyberspace. Amin 
Hasbini

and

Hanna 
Kreitem

Wednes
day 7 
July

9.15 - 
10.15 
UTC

Internet 
and 

Privacy

(  recording
|  )slides

The session will talk about the ever growing battle for privacy in cyberspace. Robin 
Wilton

Wednes
day 7 
July

10.30 - 
11.30 
UTC

Fragmentat
ion and 
role of 

national 
governmen

ts in IG

(  recording
| )slides

There is a mismatch between the territorial jurisdiction of national 
governments and the globally interconnected cyberspace created by the 
internet. The conflict caused by that mismatch is a major driver of internet 
governance. This talk explores the tension between national and 
transnational internet governance.

Milton 
Muller

Thursday
8 July

8.00 - 
9.00 
UTC

Internet 
Governanc

e and 
Economic 
Developme

nt

(  recording
|  | slides re

)search

With the advancement of multistakeholderism as a governance model in 
Internet governance, determining which governance model is appropriate 
will be a challenge. However, the stronger the Multistakeholder Internet 
Governance  structure is, the better the Internet and economic performance 
will be. This session examines the impact of Internet and its governance on 
country’s economic development and growth

Chafic 
Chaya

Thursday
8 July

9.15 - 
10.15 
UTC

Content 
Regulation 

and 
Platforms

( )recording

This session will talk about how content is regulated over some of the 
online platforms widely used today.

Marwa 
Fatafta

and

George 
Salama

Thursday
8 July

10.30 - 
11.00 
UTC

Feedback 
Session

( )recording

Participants of MEAC-SIG 2021v will share their feedback in a candid 
manner. The purpose of this session is to improve on future MEAC-SIG 
editions.

Moderated
by Fahd 
Batayneh

All times above are in UTC.

Past MEAC-SIG Editions

MEAC-SIG Kuwait 2014
MEAC-SIG Tunisia 2015
MEAC-SIG Beirut 2016
MEAC-SIG Ankara 2017
MEAC-SIG Cairo 2018
MEAC-SIG Rabat 2019

https://icann.zoom.us/rec/share/xznLaA4zHn2w1zqH_oyoegxWbjiX1xv0y3AbKIgZe5CVdd18aWAAOgjp2IUAV90.GVWRwN6hdg0rgvWX?startTime=1625563118000
https://community.icann.org/download/attachments/166265113/Policy%20Development%20in%20ICANN%20Process%20%26%20Practice%20-%20RD.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1625575237000&api=v2
https://community.icann.org/download/attachments/166265113/RIPE%20PDP%20MEAC-SIG%202021_Marco%20S.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1625575306000&api=v2
https://www.apc.org/en/member/rafik-dammak
https://www.apc.org/en/member/rafik-dammak
https://www.ripe.net/about-us/press-centre/publications/speakers/marco-schmidt
https://www.ripe.net/about-us/press-centre/publications/speakers/marco-schmidt
https://icann.zoom.us/rec/share/2S3igR1TXKIrNFv6K5iAlfYei5D3TryTjHZDii9nINDR0BYwd_gbsYNydbDzllqa.WFRsx1efBoficjVO?startTime=1625645254000
https://community.icann.org/download/attachments/166265113/AminHasbini_ICANN_7july2021.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1625652230000&api=v2
https://community.icann.org/download/attachments/166265113/MEAC-SIG2021-Encryption.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1625654623000&api=v2
https://www.kaspersky.com/about/team/mohamad-amin-hasbini
https://www.kaspersky.com/about/team/mohamad-amin-hasbini
https://www.internetsociety.org/author/kreitem/
https://www.internetsociety.org/author/kreitem/
https://icann.zoom.us/rec/share/2S3igR1TXKIrNFv6K5iAlfYei5D3TryTjHZDii9nINDR0BYwd_gbsYNydbDzllqa.WFRsx1efBoficjVO?startTime=1625649371000
https://community.icann.org/download/attachments/166265113/MEAC-Privacy-July2021.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1625733310000&api=v2
https://www.internetsociety.org/author/wilton/
https://www.internetsociety.org/author/wilton/
https://icann.zoom.us/rec/share/2S3igR1TXKIrNFv6K5iAlfYei5D3TryTjHZDii9nINDR0BYwd_gbsYNydbDzllqa.WFRsx1efBoficjVO?startTime=1625653845000
https://community.icann.org/download/attachments/166265113/MEAC-SIG-2021%20-%20Milton%20Muller.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1625727526000&api=v2
https://spp.gatech.edu/people/person/milton-l-mueller
https://spp.gatech.edu/people/person/milton-l-mueller
https://icann.zoom.us/rec/share/MKWAkYbV61DCE0JFUJDaJv3z0UBt1i7SjBETTSs9IcnIy69PZOmQz7MvHrmYUOPQ.U92x4DW5CkFv84yI?startTime=1625731464000
https://community.icann.org/download/attachments/166265113/Chafic%20Chaya%20MEAC-SIG2021%20Slides%20_%20IG%20Impact%20on%20Economic%20Development.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1625811473000&api=v2
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/344641333_MAPPING_MULTISTAKEHODERISM_IN_INTERNET_GOVERNANCE_IN_LEBANON_IMPLICATIONS_ON_THE_INTERNET_AND_ECONOMIC_DEVELOPMENT
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/344641333_MAPPING_MULTISTAKEHODERISM_IN_INTERNET_GOVERNANCE_IN_LEBANON_IMPLICATIONS_ON_THE_INTERNET_AND_ECONOMIC_DEVELOPMENT
https://www.ripe.net/about-us/press-centre/publications/speakers/chafic-chaya
https://www.ripe.net/about-us/press-centre/publications/speakers/chafic-chaya
https://icann.zoom.us/rec/share/MKWAkYbV61DCE0JFUJDaJv3z0UBt1i7SjBETTSs9IcnIy69PZOmQz7MvHrmYUOPQ.U92x4DW5CkFv84yI?startTime=1625736169000
https://www.accessnow.org/profile/marwa-fatafta/
https://www.accessnow.org/profile/marwa-fatafta/
https://ae.linkedin.com/in/gsalama
https://ae.linkedin.com/in/gsalama
https://icann.zoom.us/rec/share/MKWAkYbV61DCE0JFUJDaJv3z0UBt1i7SjBETTSs9IcnIy69PZOmQz7MvHrmYUOPQ.U92x4DW5CkFv84yI?startTime=1625740549000
https://www.icann.org/profiles/145
https://www.icann.org/profiles/145
http://meacsig.org/meacsig-kuwait-2014/
http://meacsig.org/meacsig-tunisia-2015/
http://meacsig.org/meacsig-lebanon-2016/
http://meacsig.org/meacsig-turkey-2017/
http://meacsig.org/meacsig-egypt-2018/
http://meacsig.org/morocco-2019/
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