
Understanding the DNS industry both globally 
and regionally
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The Beginning 
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Hosts.txt
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The Domain Name System (DNS)

• ARPA ARPA Internet Hosts (Temporary)

• GOV Government

• EDU Education

• COM Commercial

• MIL Military

• ORG Organization

• INT Multiorganization

• The two letter code identifying a country according the the ISO 
Standard for "Codes for the Representation of Names of Countries"

http://tools.ietf.org/html/rfc920

http://tools.ietf.org/html/rfc920
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Early Domains

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_the_oldest_currently_registered_Intern
et_domain_names

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_the_oldest_currently_registered_Internet_domain_names
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Towards Commercialization 

• In 1993, Network Solutions Inc. (NSI) was awarded a
contract to manage the root as well as domain registrations
under .com, .net, .org

• A move that was not appreciated by the technical
community

• In 1995, NSI began to charge $50 per domain registration

• The era of “DNSWars”

• In 1997, Clinton Administration intervened and launched a
process soliciting input on DNS policies and trademark
issues

• This process led to the establishment of ICANN in October
1998
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Why ICANN?

One reason ICANN was established was to 
introduce and promote competition in the 

registration of domain names
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Registry – Registrar Model 

Registry

Registrar

Reseller

Registrant
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The Largest TLDs

https://www.verisigninc.com/assets/domain-name-report-
march2015.pdf

https://www.verisigninc.com/assets/domain-name-report-march2015.pdf
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Largest New gTLDs

https://ntldstats.com

https://ntldstats.com
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IR
Institute for Research in Fundamental 
Sciences

~600,000

TR Middle East Technical University ~350,000

AE Telecommunication Regulatory Authority ~130,000

MA
Agence Nationale de Réglementation des 
Télécommunications

~60,000

PK PKNIC ~40,000

SA
Communications and Information 
Technology Commission

~40,000

SO Ministry of Post and Telecommunications ~40,000

TN Agence Tunisienne d'Internet ~27,000

Largest ccTLDs in MEAC Region 
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Turkey 8

United Arab Emirates 6

Jordan 1

Kuwait 1

Morocco 1

ICANN Accredited Registrars in MEAC Region 



|   13

United Arab Emirates 34

Turkey 10

Qatar 5

Saudi Arabia 4

Bahrain 3

Egypt 2

Kuwait 2

Iraq 1

New gTLD Applications in MEAC Region
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IDN ccTLD Fast Track Process 

الجزائر

(dz)

IDN Country Code Top-Level Domains

հայ
(am)

বাাংলা

(bd)

бел
(by)

中国
中國
(cn)مصر

(eg)

გე
(ge)

香港
(hk)

भारत
بھارت
భారత్

ભારત
ਭਾਰਤ
ভারত

இந்தியா

(in)

қаз
(kz)

한국
(kr)мкд

(mk)

مليسيا

(my)

Мон (mn)

المغرب

(ma)

پاکستان

(pk)

рф
(ru)

срб
(rs)

新加坡
சிங்கப்பூர்

(sg)

ලංකා
இலங்கக

(lk)

سودان

(sd)

台灣
台湾
(tw)

ไทย
(th)

تونس

(tn)

укр
(ua)Countries/Territories: 36 

سورية

(sy)
فلسطين

(ps)

عراق

(iq)

الاردن

(jo)

السعودية

(sa)

ايران

(ir)

اليمن

(ye)

قطر

(qa)

امارات

(ae)

عمان

(om)

ccTLDs: 46 

澳門
(mo)
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The Domain Name Industry Ecosystem 
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What’s going on in MEAC Region 

DNS Market Study DNS Entrepreneurship Center
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Discussion 

How to pick your domain name?
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Discussion 

What makes a successful TLD?
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Discussion 

Will apps replace websites? 
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Discussion 

Domain names industry in MEAC region
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Reach us at:
Email: baher.esmat@icann.org
Website: icann.org

Thank You and Questions

gplus.to/icann

weibo.com/ICANNorg

flickr.com/photos/icann

slideshare.net/icannpresentations

twitter.com/icann

facebook.com/icannorg

linkedin.com/company/icann

youtube.com/user/icannnews

Engage with ICANN

flickr.com/photos/icann
flickr.com/photos/icann
facebook.com/icannorg
facebook.com/icannorg
youtube.com/user/ICANNnews
youtube.com/user/ICANNnews
linkedin.com/company/icann
linkedin.com/company/icann
twitter.com/icann
twitter.com/icann
gplus.to/icann
gplus.to/icann
weibo.com/ICANNorg
weibo.com/ICANNorg
slideshare.net/icannpresentations
slideshare.net/icannpresentations

